Brantford Queen of the Diamonds Tournament Rules 

All Divisions
1.  Softball Canada and P.W.S.A. playing rules apply. Exceptions as noted below:

2. All players bat in the batting line-up and unlimited defensive substitutions.  U17 and older teams may elect to bat all players or bat 9 , or bat 9 and use a flex/dp. Teams must declare their intent at the start of the game(and submit a lineup card during coach’s meeting) and cannot change (switch to batting line up) during a game.  If a player is injured or becomes ill they will be removed from the game and their spot in the batting order will be skipped without penalty to the team. 
a) If batting nine (flex/dp) only offensive (batting order) changes need to be reported
3.  Teams must be ready to play at least 15 minutes before the scheduled game time.

4.  Home team during pool play is pre-determined on the schedule. During play offs the higher ranked team at the conclusion of pool play will be home team.
5.  The home team will be the game’s “official scorekeeper”.  

6.  The home plate umpire is responsible for administering the game time limit.  The official start time will be confirmed by the home plate umpire at the time of the first pitch.

7.  There will be no infield practice on the game diamonds.

8.  A game is 7 innings with no inning to start after 1 hour and 20 minutes during pool play. If the home team is at bat or is about to bat, and is ahead when the time limit runs out, the game becomes official at that point.  Playoff games will be 7 innings with no new inning to start after 1 hour and 30 minutes.  In the event of a tie during play-off games ITB will start in first new inning after reaching the time limit. The Gold/Silver games will be 7 innings with no inning to start after the 2-hour time limit. Gold/Silver/play-off games tied after time limit or 7 innings will use ITB to determine a winner. Game times are subject to change at convener's discretion.
9.   Pool games that end in a tie will be declared a tie and each team will be awarded 1 point for that game.  

10.  Run ahead rule.  

a)  U11, U13 and U15T2 pool games are maximum 5 runs per inning. U13 and U15T2 the 6th and 7th innings are open. No inning limits in playoffs and championships.
b) All divisions are  15 runs after 2.5 (if home ahead) or 3 innings, 10 runs after 3.5 or 4 innings, 7 runs after 4.5 or 5 innings  

11.  Seeding for Bracket play (Play Offs)


1) Teams will be ranked based on win/loss/tie record during Pool Play. 2 points for a win 1 point for a tie 0 points for a loss

2) In the event due to weather or other game cancelations and an uneven number of pool games are played then the winning percentage will be used for ranking
3) If two or more teams are tied then the tie will be broken using the following steps.

i) Head to head results. If teams haven't played each other then move to next step. If more than two teams are tied this rule only applies if one of the tied teams has played each of the others. If one team has played all of the tied teams and won all of those games they will get top position. In all other cases with three or more tied teams this rule will be ignored.

· For greater clarity here are some examples:

· Team A,B, and C are tied after pool play. Team A has played Team B and Team C and won both games. Team A gets top ranking. Team B and Team C haven't played one another  they move to next tie breaker. If Team B and Team C have played one another the result of that game determines who gets second spot from head to head tie breaker

· Team A has beaten Team B and lost to Team C- ignore this rule

ii) Fewest runs allowed- no game maximum

iii) Run differential to a max of +/- 10 runs per game

iv) Runs scored- no game maximum

v) Coin toss

12.  The tournament committee reserves the right to amend the tournament format should unforeseen circumstances prevail.

13. Any team who has borrowed a player from another team must obtain a Letter of Permission from the player’s registered team.  If they do not have this Letter of Permission, they will not be covered by insurance. A copy of this Letter of Permission must also be sent to the appropriate division convener and also to  info@ontariopwsa.com      

14.  No protests. All decisions rendered on the diamond are final.
